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BREEDING THE RED-FACED LOVEBIRD 
Agapornis pullaria 
By A. A. Prestwicu (Southgate, England) 


‘“* The trading vessels continually bring away considerable numbers 
in cages : but they are so tender that most of them die in their passage 
to our colder climates. It has also been remarked that many of them 
have dropped down dead through timidity at the firing of a vessel’s 
great guns.” 

So wrote the Rev. Thomas Smith in 1806. 

It has certainly been our experience that when newly imported 
the Red-faced is incomparably the least hardy and most timid of all 
the lovebirds known to Aviculture. Newly imported birds are very 
subject to cerebral hemorrhage, brought on by fright. In spite of 
exercising every possible care we have, at various time, lost dozens. 
The sudden opening of a door or window, the entry of a visitor to 
the bird-room, even a quick movement has proved quite sufficient to 
cause a fatality. We have often marvelled that any manage to reach 
these shores alive. 

The Red-faced, alone amongst the lovebirds, is invariably im- 
ported with the flight-feathers of one wing cut : this is often done with 
such carelessness that the wing itself is mutilated. It used to be 
recommended that the stumps of the quills should be removed—one 
or two at a time, repeating the operation about once a week until all 
are removed. We would hesitate to follow such a recommendation. 
The shock of handling alone would more than likely prove fatal to a 
bird already very considerably debilitated by the rigours of trapping 
and importation, coupled with injudicious treatment generally. In 
the past we have had hundreds of Red-faced, all too many have been 
short-lived, but survivors have invariably been allowed to moult the 
stubs naturally. In addition, no attempt has ever been made to induce 
a false moult. nn ‘ 
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Many aviculturists have had good pairs of adult birds in hard 
condition. Why then do they not breed with them? The main 
trouble appears to be that the ordinary aviculturist has a somewhat 
defeatest attitude towards this species. He knows that the majority 
of the imported lovebirds are comparatively free-breeders and that 
the Red-faced has a very bad reputation in this respect, having rarely 
got much beyond the laying of eggs. He argues there must be some 
very good reason: and instead of trying, let alone persevering, he 
tries his luck with birds that are, by general consent, more likely to 
prove breeders. He cannot be blamed, for, after all, most aviculturists 
are limited as regards aviary space, and we all do like to breed birds ! 

I have been keeping this little parrakeet almost continuously for 
nearly thirty-five years. During the past four years especially, the 
effort to breed it has been both extensive and sustained, and it is the 
events of this period that I propose to detail. Let me here say that 
the many years, with their seemingly endless disappointments, have at 
long-last proved rewarding in that we have now reared a single 
young one. 

In the early part of 1953 we constructed what we hoped would 
prove an acceptable aviary, providing the very necessary seclusion : 
being such timid birds it is absolutely essential that they should enjoy 
a sense of security. It measures 24 ft. by 18 ft. by 7 ft. 6 in. high ; the 
materials being } in. wire-netting and larch poles. Three sides are 
totally enclosed and the fourth, the one with the gate, three-quarters 
enclosed with sheets of asbestos. The roof is covered with asbestos 
sheets to a width of 4 feet on the north side, and 2 feet on the three 
others. The enclosure contains a shelter 8 ft. by 3 ft., raised 3 feet from 
the ground, and seven or eight nut-bushes. At the outset four full-size 
bales of peat-moss were mounted on staging in the centre of the aviary. 
But this did not prove a success and, as will be seen later, we had 
recourse to a method somewhat similar to that originated by Edward 
Boosey and used by him in his experiments before the war. 

The 18th May, 1953, dawned bright and clear, and with the weather 
forecast “‘ Fine, with long, sunny spells”? we judged the time had 
come to introduce our small flock. Ten specially selected pairs were 
released and all proved to be strong fliers. They very quickly settled 
down, but in the afternoon there was torrential rain, during which the 
entire flock remained out! Fortunately, and to our great surprise, 
there were no ill-results. During the next few months there were 
several deaths, and as bird-room birds moulted and became full- 
winged they were added to the community to make good the losses. 
From the first, great interest was shown in the bales of peat-moss 
and soon several pairs were busily engaged excavating holes. But 
unfortunately they were not content merely to excavate nesting sites, 
they bored, and with such good purpose that they ran tunnels right 
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through the bales—they just didn’t know when to stop! No eggs 
were laid which was, perhaps, just as well. 

Came October with slight ground frosts and on the 7th we judged 
the time had come to bring them in for the winter. The catching up 
of birds in a largish aviary is at no time easy. I am not particularly 
good with a net and so, albeit with many qualms, I entrusted the 
operation to two well-known experts, who must of necessity remain 
nameless. But put not your trust in experts! These two could not 
have been more inexpert and were quite incapable of appreciating 
the delicacy of their task and, in spite of my explicit instructions and 
frequent exhortations to exercise the greatest care, caught them up 
regardless of everything and damn the consequences. The result was 
very much worse than anything even I had foreseen. ‘Twenty birds 
were caught up and within a week half of our precious stock had died 
from concussion, cerebral hemorrhage, and pneumonia consequent on 
shock. As can be well-imagined it was a very distressing and dis- 
couraging experience. 

We still had a number of birds in various stages of moult, and during 
the next few months we were able by various and devious means to 
buy in a couple of dozen or so newly imported birds. Then started a 
further series of losses, all the old causes, but by the end of April, 1954, 
we had 31 good birds, including 10 from the previous year, 
ready for turning out. In the meantime the bales of peat-moss had 
been replaced by eight large grape barrels, approximately 34 inches 
deep by 14 inches across the mouth, which had been filled with wet 
peat-moss, rammed hard. Then on 11th May, a glorious day with a 
temperature of 82° F., we turned out the flock. Within an hour a very 
fine male managed to hang itself in the fork of a bush, and next 
morning a male and a female were picked up dead—fractured skulls. 
Thenceforth nothing untoward happened. 

The barrels proved very acceptable and provided both constant 
amusement and outlets for unlimited energy. Several were more or 
less seriously “‘ occupied ” and at one time we had high hopes, but 
month followed month and no young ones made their appearance. 
Towards the end of September there was very considerable activity 
in the barrels, apparently a sort of autumn cleaning. Fourteen whole 
eggs and many fragments were thrown out of the nests. None had 
contained a chick, and we were, in fact, unable to determine whether 
any had been fertile as all were quite dried up. 

As some will remember the summer was not worthy of the name. 
The weather having been so poor we considered our flock must have 
been well and truly acclimatized to have withstood it. Had the 
summer been the type our fathers are said to have enjoyed we would 
have hesitated even to consider leaving them out, but having been so 
bad we thought that by contrast the winter couldn’t be so very much 
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worse ! ‘This, coupled with the remembrance of the catching-up disaster 
of the previous autumn, persuaded us to take a chance and leave them 
out, only catching them up if it appeared that the weather really was 
going to prove too much for them. We did, however, catch up two 
females that were poor fliers and left out 26. In the past we have 
always been concerned when the temperature in the bird-room has 
dropped below 40° F. But, and we consider this quite remarkable, all 
26 came through the very variable and treacherous winter, with the 
temperature on occasions as low as 21° F. Even on the very coldest 
days, and with thick snow on the ground, they were all in the rudest 
health and full of the joy of living. At night some occupied the nesting 
barrels, but the majority hung suspended head down under the 
sheltered parts of the roof. 

In the early spring, 1955, the old barrels were replaced by others 
prepared during the winter. ‘This time a smaller barrel was used, 
approximately 14 inches deep and 12 inches across the mouth. The 
number was increased to a dozen and they were hung facing north 
and west. 

When we broke up the old nests we found that in general the burrows 
extended on a slight incline to a depth of perhaps six or seven inches 
and then opened up on one side into a nesting chamber about the 
size of a largish orange. In no case did the burrows turn vertically 
and then double back so that the nesting chamber was more or less 
above the entrance hole—as has been stated on occasions. No nesting 
material of any kind had been carried into any nest. 

The task of excavating falls mainly to the females. The males show 
great enthusiasm but are more of a hindrance than any real help. 
They burrow into the peat with the greatest of ease and since we 
have used the barrels we are not aware that any has got into diffi- 
culties on account of an excavation caving in. When we used the bales 
of peat we did have one fatality—a female that somehow became 
wedged about nine inches along an open tunnel. 

Early in 1955 a young male managed to crack its skull, and during 
a warm spell the two poor flying females were restored to the aviary, 
so that we started the season with a complement of 27. 

The summer proved to be the best and certainly the warmest for 
many years, and as week followed week of almost unbroken sunshine 
our hopes rose. We felt there was a really good chance of success. 
That they had wintered out proved they must be in first rate condition ; 
this coupled with the glorious weather led us to believe that they 
would now breed, if ever. About ten pairs burrowed, several appeared 
to be serious in their intent. There was much mating, over twenty 
eggs it later transpired, but no young. There is some variation in the 
size of the eggs, 20-21 xX 16-17mm.; 20 X 16mm. being a fair 
average. 
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On the 3rd December a “stranger”? appeared in the aviary, 
hanging on the netting, apparently unable to fend for itself. We 
brought it into the house where it remained caged until the spring, 
when it was returned to the enclosure. Several authorities examined 
it and pronounced it to be a young one. We would like to think it was 
a home-bred bird, but we haven’t the faintest clue to its origin, so we 
have recourse to the Scottish verdict “‘ Not proven”. It has developed 
into quite a nice little female but still retains a somewhat juvenile 
appearance. 

It is very remarkable, but in recent years both summers and winters 
invariably establish or break records of one kind or another. A record- 
breaking summer was naturally followed by a record-breaking winter : 
days and nights of pitiless frost with the temperature on one occasion 
down to 15° F. The flock was again left out and successfully withstood 
this, the worst winter of the century. ‘The losses were negligible : one 
female was found dead egg-bound on 25th November, and one in 
late December for no ascertainable cause. 

We now come to the year 1956. We suffered an invasion of mice 
during the previous year: only comparatively few got into the 
lovebird enclosure and, as far as we know, none managed to climb 
up to the barrels. We eventually entirely cleared the aviaries of these 
pests and took all reasonable precautions to prevent a repetition of 
the nuisance. In the spring sheets of galvanized iron were sunk in 
the ground, leaving 18 inches above ground. ‘The staging was 
reconstructed and we are now confident it is virtually impossible for 
any mouse to gain entrance to a barrel. The new lay-out enabled the 
number of barrels to be increased to sixteen, eight facing north and 
eight west. 

It could hardly be expected that we should enjoy two successive 
good summers. And so it came as no great surprise that the summer 
of 1956 proved to be one of the worst for quite a few years : sunless, 
cheerless, wet, with cold nights. There cannot have been more than 
nine or ten real summer days during the whole period. 

Matters went very much as in previous years, matings, excavatings, 
and more matings. The weather was really so poor that no breeding 
results could reasonably be expected. 

It is said that one of the main attractions of Aviculture is its very 
uncertainty. ‘True or false it is definitely very uncertain ! During the 
many years in which we have engaged in the ‘‘ Amiable Art” we 
have experienced many trials and tribulations, mixed, be it said, 
with just a few joys and triumphs. We now enjoyed one of the rare 
triumphs, really quite an unexpected one. 

5th October, 1956. On this day a single young one emerged from a 
barrel. It was well-grown and a good flier but very soft in condition 
and altogether miserable looking. The female parent which had not 
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been seen for some weeks was in very poor condition and miserable 
looking, too. Both of them did little except sit close against each other 
with their beaks tucked into their shoulders. The male was invariably 
in attendance, sitting on the other side and giving general support to 
the young one. At frequent intervals the young one bestirred itself 
and begged for food, with drooping wings slightly open and quivering, 
at the same time “‘ bleating ” incessantly—a like performance never 
witnessed by us with any other Agapornis species. Fortunately the 
male was always willing to oblige, for the female most certainly 
didn’t appear as though she were capable of feeding herself, let alone 
assisting with even a single young one. ‘The temperature that night 
dropped to near frost and we were far from hopeful of the survival of 
either, especially as they did not retire to the barrel but roosted on the 
top of it. However, survive they did. The next four or five days they 
spent huddled together, two very dejected looking little creatures, 
but as they were able to fly and day followed day we became less 
pessimistic, more so as the nights had become markedly less cold. 
Then after about a week there was a decided improvement in their 
appearance. The male no longer remained in such close attendance, 
but was always within easy reach and ever on the alert to drive off 
any other bird that ventured too near his family. For the next month 
it was quite usual to see all three sleeping close together. They were 
not actually seen to re-enter the barrel but they may have done so as 
one of their favourite perches was, and still is, on the peat retaining 
board fastened to the front. 

On leaving the nest the young one was, as already stated, in a very 
soft condition. In colouring it is a washed-out replica of a female : 
the green is dull, entirely lacking the beautiful, vivid sheen of an adult ; 
the yellow-orange of the forehead, face, and throat is paler and less 
extensive ; beak a pale brownish-orange ; rump bright blue but paler ; 
under wing-coverts green, sparsely feathered ; tail as in an adult but 
shorter and the colouring paler. The general impression is that when 
it moults it will prove to be a female ; this is heightened by the fact 
that there are no black feathers in the under wing-coverts. 

Food. Our Red-faced colony lives almost entirely on soaked millet 
sprays and soft, sweet apples. White millet, pannicum, and canary 
seed are always available, but they are rarely, if ever, touched. It 
should be mentioned, in passing, that to our great cost we have found 
it most inadvisable to give soaked millet sprays to newly imported 
birds. ‘They gorge themselves and seem quite unable to assimilate it. 
The sprays, apples, and cuttle-bone are hung on the netting and the 
other seeds, water, and grit are supplied on a table. There is therefore 
no necessity for them to descend to the ground and it is indeed quite 
exceptional to see any do so. But very occasionally about half a dozen 
may be surprised fossicking about, usually amongst the peat-moss that 
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has fallen during the course of excavation. We are quite unable 
to account for the fact that these little parties always appear to be 
composed of males only. The ground of the aviary is overgrown with 
weeds of all kinds and there is also much sprouting seed, but none 
ever seems of interest : certainly we have never seen a lovebird so 
much as nibbling chickweed or anything else, so we do not think 
green food in any form was used in the rearing of our young one. 

A few details still need to be filled in. Only one young one left the 
nest but it is extremely unlikely that the clutch consisted of only one 
egg. We can only assume that, in conformity with several other 
nests, the number was between four and six. We may perhaps 
know more of this when the barrel is replenished with peat-moss. It is 
the same with the incubation period, we surmise it to have been 
20-21 days, but of this we have no confirmation. 

During all this time there were Diamond Doves and Chinese 
Painted Quail in the enclosure, but their breeding operations, and the 
Quail were remarkably successful, in no way interfered with the 
lovebirds and the lovebirds in turn appeared to be quite unaware of 
their presence. 

Any member specially interested in this species is very welcome to 
come, preferably by appointment, and see our “‘ breeding ”’ colony. 
And, please, no post cards enquiring whether we are certain our 
Lovebirds are Red-faced and not Peach-faced. We really do know 
the difference ! 

The sequel is very unfortunate. The night of 6th November had a 
slight ground frost accompanied by light fog. The combination was 
apparently just too much for the young one and in the morning it was 
breathing heavily. We caught it up as a precautionary measure. Its 
condition did not at first give rise to any great anxiety, but it deterio- 
rated very rapidly and within a few hours it was dead. It died on 
the thirty-fourth day after leaving the nest and was quite independent 
of its parents. 

The post-mortem examination carried out at the Zoo showed that 
the cause of death was pneumonia, and confirmed that, as expected, 
the young one was a female. 


“se 


As described above, A. A. Prestwich has bred the Red-faced Love- 
bird (Agapornis pullaria). It is believed that this may be a first success. 

Any member or reader knowing of a previous breeding of this species 
in Great Britain or Northern Ireland is requested to communicate at 
once with the Hon. Secretary. 
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THE PILEATED PARRAKEET 
(Purpureicephalus spurius) 





By P. M. A. Harwoop, M.R.C.V.S. (Darlington, Western Australia) 


The Pileated Parrakect, known in Australia as the Red-capped or 
West Australian King Parrot, is a most interesting bird. A member 
of the Bassian fauna of south-west Australia, the bird has no close 
generic relatives. Generally speaking the Bassian fauna of the south- 
west is represented by an identical or similar and related fauna in 
the Bassian region of Eastern Australia, an indication of a previous 
connection across the existing barren Eyrean region which now acts 
as an effective barrier against eastwards and westwards migrations 


(see Map 1). 


EYREAN 






Map 1.—Hatched areas show the Bassian Areas of S.W. and S.E. Australia. 


The Pileated Parrakeet is a bird with a limited range in the south- 
western corner of Western Australia. It is limited in distribution to 
the Jarrah and Karri forest areas, the south-west coastal plain, and 
has made some limited extensions into the white gum forests and 
mallee areas and along the south coast (see Map 2.) 
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Map 2.—Range of Pileated Parrakeet. Heavily hatched areas are those of greatest 
population density. 


Genealogically, the bird is supposed by Serventy and Whittell (1) 
to be a surviving prototype of the Broadtail Parrakeets (Platycercines) , 
which are represented in Western Australia by the Yellow-naped or 
Twenty-eight Parrakeet (Barnardius semitorquatus), the Port Lincoln Gr 
Bauer’s Parrakeet (B. zonarius), and the Stanley Rosella (Platycercus 
icterolis) ; this prototype now having become extinct in the eastern 
region. 
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The author feels that this is not the true relationship. It is true 
that the bird shows several of the general characteristics of the 
Platycercine Parrakeets, but these characteristics are also seen in the 
small Broadtails (genus Psephotus and related genera which include 
Red-rumped, Many-coloured, and Blue-bonnet Parrakeets). 

More weight can, I feel, be given to the argument that the Pileated 
is a bird which has followed a lone evolutionary development. That 
this development has occurred from Broadtail stock is suggested on 
morphological grounds, on the characteristic exhibition of a row of white 
dots on the under surface of the flight feathers in immature plumage, 
and on the striking resemblance of the calls of young Pileateds 
to the very similar normal calls of the Platycercines generally. 

As evidence against the bird being a progenitor of Broadtail stock, 
two characteristics of the group as a whole are quite different in the 
Pileated. The sexual display is quite unlike that of any other Broad- 
tail and the calls of the mature birds are also strikingly dissimilar. 

The beak shows a remarkable evolutionary development. The 
peculiar elongation of the upper mandible is seen in only three other 
Australia psittacines—the Slender-billed Corella, the race tenuirostris 
of Baudin’s Black Cockatoo (both these forms occur in south-west 
Australia), and the rare Blue-cheeked Parrakeet of North Queensland 
(Hallstrom (3)). 

That the bird itself is in a process of evolutionary change is suggested 
by the fact that, whereas some females exhibit a similar, though duller, 
plumage to adult males, others never progress beyond the dull 
juvenile plumage of the immature. This phenomenon may even be 
seen in females from the same nest. 

This description of the bird, given by the Duke of Bedford (3), is 
so comprehensive that I can add little to it. 

** Adult male. Cap dark crimson ; cheeks bright greenish-yellow ; 
mantle and wings green; under wing-coverts, outer edge of wing, 
and portion of flight feathers blue. Rump yellow with a greenish 
tinge. Central tail feathers green, darkening towards the tip. Outer tail 
feathers blue and white. Breast purple. Vent and under tail-coverts 
red. Bill bluish horn and peculiarly long and narrow. ‘Total length 
144 inches. Size about that of a pigeon. 

** Adult female. Very variable. Some hens, except for a few green 
feathers on the cap and a duller shade on the cheeks, have the same 
plumage as the male. Others, even sisters in the same nest as the 
bright form, never acquire a plumage very different from the immature, 
save that they are a little more purple on the breast. 

** Immature. Head and upper parts a dull, dark green, slightly paler 
on the cheeks ; bastard-wing, primary coverts, and outer edge of flight 
feathers blue ; rump greenish-yellow. Middle tail feathers bronze- 
green. A narrow bar of red across the forehead. ‘Throat and foreneck 
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dusky grey with a slight reddish tinge on the breast. Abdomen 
pale, purplish-blue. Lower flanks and thighs apple green, the feathers 
margined with red. Under tail-coverts similar but paler and inclining 
to yellow. Adult plumage is acquired with the first complete moult 
when the bird is a little less than a year old.” 

Females can always be picked from males in full colour as in the 
former the cap is always more maroon than crimson. 

The species is subject to a certain amount of erythrism and some 
birds show a red edging to the yellow feathers of the rump. There is 
also a considerable variation in the amount of blue in the wings and 
in the depth of purple in the breast of males. It is a remarkable 
thing that such garish colours combine into a very effective camouflage. 
Birds seen at a distance appear a uniform, inconspicuous greyish-green 
and it is not easy to differentiate between immature and coloured 
birds in the field. 

The one conspicuous feature of the Pileated in flight is the yellow 
rump and this feature is the one by which the bird can be quickly 
differentiated in the bush. The flight of the Pileated is quite 
characteristic and is composed of a series of undulatory glides inter- 
spersed by ten to twelve rapid wing beats. It is a swift and agile bird. 

The range of the Pileated has already been described. Within this 
range, the bird has adapted itself well to changes in environment 
caused by the advance of agriculture and, in spite of persecution by 
man, is in no immediate danger of extinction. 

In some areas the birds are ‘‘ declared” as vermin on account of 
the damage they inflict to orchards, and nowhere are they protected 
by law. Even in King’s Park, in the heart of Perth, it is not unusual 
to seeea few Pileated Parrakeets, and there can be few suburban 
gardeners who have not had their almond trees raided at some time. 
However, on account of the very effective camouflage, few people 
recognize the birds and most of these depredations are blamed on 
the “‘ Twenty-eights ”’. 

The Pileated is a tree lover and keeps to the forests and belts of 
trees. The ‘ parkland” type of clearing with the retention of trees 
for shade and shelter have suited the birds, while they have been 
quick to turn to their advantage the introduction of many new and 
edible flora species. 

The natural foods comprise the seeds of various eucalypts, chiefly 
red gum, white gum, and jarrah ; the seeds of sheokes (Casuarina 
spp.), banksias, native pears, and various other native trees and shrubs 
and grass seeds. Like most parrakeets, the nectar of flowering 
eucalypts is also relished. 

Introduced foods for which the birds show a liking are oats and 
wheat, apples, pears and stone fruits, almonds, pine cones, and the 
seeds of many of the introduced pasture plants. 
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The breeding season is approximately between October and 
December, but birds on the coastal plain usually nest about a month 
in advance of those on the Darling Range escarpment. The nest site is 
a hollow in a tree seldom less than 40 feet from the ground. Red 
gums, jarrahs, and white gums are selected as nest trees and the birds 
show a preference for hollows which face east to north. 

Green trees are almost invariably selected, but the type of nest 
site shows considerable variation. There is usually a preference for 
sites with a small entry hole and this often shows signs of chewing. 
Some nests are at the level of the entry hole, others descend a 
considerable amount. One nest was found where the eggs were laid 
15 feet below the entry hole. 

From five to seven eggs form the normal clutch and incubation 
takes approximately twenty-four days. The female alone incubates, 
being fed by the male. He usually flies to a near-by tree and calls 
the female off the nest to be fed. She returns immediately to the 
nest. Feeding times are usually 8 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. For about two 
weeks before the young birds are ready to fly they can be heard 
calling for food at these times. The call is a prolonged double whistle, 
the second note being about three tones higher pitched than the first. 

All the young birds normally leave the nest on the same day and 
are fed by their parents for about another fortnight. During this 
period they utter the double-whistle call almost incessantly and will 
fly to any adult, even a stranger, demanding to be fed. Nesting 
territories are rigidly guarded and both members of a pair act in 
unison to repel an invader. Mated pairs fly together, but young 
birds congregate into loosely integrated flocks when independent of 
their parents. These flocks lack the close integration and diseipline 
of the flocks formed by young Rock Pebblers. 

Towards the end of winter, birds congregate into large flocks of all 
ages and both sexes, often around farms and other places where there is 
a ready food supply. ‘These flocks suddenly disperse with the advent 
of spring when the birds again fly in individual pairs and start to 
dispute over nesting sites. 

Depending on seasonal conditions, these large winter flocks may 
last for months or only a few weeks. 

There are three basic call notes of the Pileated Parrakeet. ‘The 
first and most often heard call is a harsh grating cry frequently 
reiterated and of short duration and usually uttered in flight. The 
alarm call is a variation of this. The second call could be likened 

to “ Kililililik”’. This call is usually uttered when the bird is 
perching. 

There is also the double-whistle call of the young bird, also 
uttered by females wishing to be fed by their mates. 

In addition, males when displaying often make a clicking noise, 
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apparently with the beak, and when a number of newly-trapped birds 
are confined in an aviary they dispute roosting sites with a peculiar 
squealing call which is often continued long after dusk. 


MatinG BEHAVIOUR 

Males exhibit a display quite unlike that of the Platycercine 
Parrakeets. The feathers on the cap are erected and the tail is shaken 
vertically, never horizontally. Hens out of the breeding season are 
far more dominating than is usual with Broadtails. Both members 
of the pair prospect for nesting-sites with much excitement, calling, 
and tail-shaking, but under normal conditions the male never actually 
enters the nest. 





Attitude of Pileated male when displaying. 


Males are assiduous in feeding females during courtship, with the 
normal head-bobbing movements and regurgitation. Copulation takes 
place on a fairly wide branch or limb with the female remaining 
crouched through the pre-copulatory ceremony. Females will solicit 
copulation by adopting this crouched posture and slightly vibrating 
the wings. 


METHODS OF TRAPPING 


The Pileated is a very intelligent and active bird and is far harder 
to trap than most parrakeets. Basically there are three periods when 
trapping is possible :-— 

(1) When young birds are not fully independent of their parents 
they are much attracted by the calls of any mature birds. 

(2) When the nesting-site selection is taking place, any strange 
Pileated will be attacked by a pair which have selected their nesting 
territory. 

(3) During the period when winter flocks are formed food supplies 
are usually short and the birds can be trapped on grain. 

Like many parrakeets, Pileateds show a reluctance to leave an 
injured companion ; in fact, the cries of an injured bird will attract 
others... 
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Tue PILeATED PARRAKEET AS AN AVIARY BirpD 

By virtue of its brilliant and unusual coloration and active 
disposition, the Pileated makes an attractive aviary bird. On the 
negative side of the balance it must be stated that it is very wild 
and seldom becomes even reasonably steady. Hand-reared birds are 
very friendly and docile and make fairly talented talkers. Its wildness 
is compensated somewhat by its agility and the birds rarely injure 
themselves in aviaries once they have come to accept wire-netting as 
an impassable barrier. For this reason, it is essential to cage newly- 
trapped birds in small, roofed cages until they get used to netting, 
otherwise head injuries are common and severe. It needs a fairly 
large aviary to be seen to advantage. 

The basic food is three parts sunflower, two parts oats, and one 
part canary seed. Most pairs will consume a whole apple daily and 
require a good deal of greenstuff. 

The species nests quite readily in an aviary, being single-brooded. 
When young are being reared an abundance of fruit, soft grass, green 
peas, lettuce, soaked bread, and boiled maize are essential. Like most 
Australian parrakeets, it is quite impossible to expect good results 
where the young are to be reared on hard seed. Interference and 
inspection of the nest is resented and hens even desert young if 
interfered with. Males are quite tolerant of the presence of their 
young, but breeding pairs can be very aggressive towards other birds. 

Several hybrids have been produced. On record are hybrids with 
the Mealy, Common, and Stanley Rosellas. 
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THE NESTING OF THE PILEATED 
PARRAKEET IN CALIFORNIA 
(Purpureicephalus spurius) 

By Davip M. West (Montebello, California, U.S.A.) 


The Pileated Parrakeet, sometimes more happily termed the Red- 
capped Parrakeet, has been bred on many occasions here in California. 
These striking birds, with their very unusual coloration, are not 
favourites with some aviculturists. Their nervous disposition, and 
long curved beak, accompanied by a rather bizarre colour scheme 
have made them loved by some, disliked by some, and ignored by 
many. 
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The pair which nested for me in 1955 and again in 1956 were 
bred in 1952. The male was in complete colour in 1954, but at that 
time the female did not have her red cap, though otherwise com- 
pletely coloured. It would appear from this that the male colours 
completely in two years, but that the female requires three years to 
assume complete adult plumage. I have not seen a previous 
reference to this fact, and possibly my experience is only an isolated 
case. 

Because of their rather nervous disposition this pair were kept in 
a 26 ft. long aviary, which was about 3 feet wide and 8 feet high. 
The feeding and watering was done at the front and this allowed 
them to fly into the shelter while these operations were being carried 
out. This arrangement was a good one since the pair were able to 
observe the feeding process from a safe distance and learned that 
there was nothing to fear, and this has helped to tame them down. 
The hand-reared Pileated I have seen and owned were just 
as tame and confiding as a Princess Alexandra—but not so their nest- 
reared brothers and sisters ! 

In this flight there was also a pair of Turquoisines. From past 
experience Pileated have been found to be very tractable and Bourke’s 
and other equally inoffensive species are quite happy when housed in 
large aviaries with Pileated. Despite their rather formidable-appearing 
beaks they are not aggressive with smaller birds and are not destructive 
to any but the very softest woods—at least, in my experience. 

This particular pair have been in this aviary since 1953. At first 
the pair were nervous and flighty, and it took them a full year 
to settle down. Gradually the pair became more quiet and acted 
quite sensibly whenever I had to clean their aviary, etc. 

During the 1954 season the pair became very active and indulged 
in a great deal of extra flying and calling. The male appeared more 
anxious to nest than the hen, but eventually nothing happened and 
the pair fell into an early moult. 

In 1955 the male began calling and displaying to the hen in March. 
By the end of March both birds were flying about a great deal and 
the male was occasionally seen to feed the hen. In April the male 
began feeding the hen frequently and the pair were observed mating 
on two different occasions in the morning. 

It was at this point that events took a rather unexpected turn. 
Instead of taking one of the two large boxes especially hung for them 
at the rear of the aviary the hen chose the nest-box intended for the 
pair of Turquoisines. This was not a large box, being about 12 inches 
high, 8 inches deep, and 6 inches wide. To top it all off the hen did 
not enter through the entrance hole but instead she entered through 
the roof of the box! This was accomplished quite easily since the 
top of this box was split, and by doing a little pushing and nudging 
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she was able to separate the boards enough to enter. It had never 
entered my head that the Pileated would choose this box—which was 
hung in the front part of the aviary which the Pileated had always 
avoided like the plague! It might be added that the Turquoisines 
were so put out by all this unseemly house hunting that they nested 
in one of the large boxes provided for the Pileated. 

The hen Pileated did all the house hunting herself, and the cock 
never appeared interested in any of the boxes provided. At this time 
it was considered unwise to take this small box down—because this 
might put the pair off and they would not nest at all—so with my 
fingers crossed they were allowed to proceed with their plans. 

It was fully expected that the hen would sit like a feather, but she 
very agreeably surprised me by sitting very tightly and never coming 
off the nest except when absolutely necessary. 

After incubation actually started the cock stopped calling and 
became very quiet. This seems to be a rather general happening 
and I have observed similar behaviour with other species. Doubtless 
it is a safeguard to avoid calling attention to the sitting hen. 

Babies were heard on the twenty-fourth day after incubation started. 
The cock did not enter the nest-box, but he did feed the hen whenever 
she would come off the nest. Sometimes he would fly to the top of 
the nest and look in, and call to the hen, but the cock was never 
observed actually to enter the box. Because of the small size of the 
box, and the method of entrance, it was very nearly a physical 
impossibility. 

The diet while feeding the young was as follows: a dish of mixed 
grains (millet, oats, canary, hemp) and a dish of sunflower was 
provided, along with two large dessert apples each day, one orange, 
and a fresh ear of corn, and all the poa annua and pyracantha berries 
available. 

For the first few days the young could be heard being fed, and 
then from the fifth day on it became apparent that all was not well. 
The hen would be off the nest a great deal, and neither bird appeared 
interested in the soaked bread, etc., that most parents with a family 
to feed appear anxious for. An inspection of the nest on the fifth day 
revealed that there had been four eggs laid and that three of the eggs 
had hatched, but that the young had been trampled to death— 
doubtless by the fact that the hen had literally to jump down into 
the nest from her mode of entrance. 

The nest was taken down, and then completely scrubbed with a 
strong wire brush, dipped into a disinfectant, and hung up again 
after a few days. However, the parents did not appear interested in 
the nest and there were no further attempts at nesting. 

If this story has a moral it is doubtless centred around the absolute 
necessity of having a decent-sized nest-box for birds of this size. 
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In 1956 the pair reared a single youngster—having the misfortune 
to lose four young during a heatwave in May. This was a disappoint- 
ment, but possibly in 1957 they will be lucky and rear a family of 
more appealing numbers. 


THE BREEDING OF THE CUBAN AMAZON 
PARROT (Amazona leucocephala) 


By Epwarp Boosey (Keston, Kent, England) 


We have two pairs of Cuban Amazon Parrots at the Keston Foreign 
Bird Farm, one of which successfully reared two young ones during 
the 1956 breeding season—so far as we know the first time the species 
has ever been bred in captivity. 

As they are among the more rarely imported Amazons, I give the 
following very brief description for the benefit of those who may not 
be familiar with their appearance. Bright darkish green with black 
edges to the feathers, these being widest and most pronounced on the 
neck and forepart of the body. Face white with a beautiful patch of 
deep coral pink on the throat. A considerable amount of vinous 
colour on the belly and of rich blue in the wings. Bill, whitish. It is 
when the wings are partially opened and the shoulders thrust forward 
in display that one can fully appreciate the great beauty of these 
Amazons. They are perhaps a trifle smaller and slimmer than the 
well-known Blue-front. 

We have had the four adults for about four years, and they were 
obviously young birds when they arrived, at which time they were 
desperately wild, but they have gradually calmed down and are now 
quite steady with people they know. 

Pair number one were given a hang-up nest-box with natural bark 
on the front round the entrance hole and soon started spending quite 
long periods inside it. Then they seemed to lose interest, partly, 
I think, because their aviary was not in a sufficiently secluded position. 

Pair number two, however, were given a grandfather clock type 
nest-box, also with natural bark on the front, and soon took to it, 
the hen starting to sit about the middle of May. 

By the end of June the parents were eating much more than usual 
and on one or two occasions I thought I heard young ones being fed 
in the nest, so I was glad that I had already augmented their diet 
with a daily allowance of such extras as a cube of stale bread previously 
soaked in sweetened milk, as well as boiled potatoes and carrots and 
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plenty of seakale beet and apples. I also supplied flakes of boiled 
white fish, of which our Blue-fronted Amazons were so fond when 
rearing young, but it did not seem to appeal to the Cubans, so I 
discontinued it. 

A couple of weeks or so later I found myself in the dilemma which 
must be familiar to those aviculturists who think as I do, that nesting 
birds are much best left well alone. Although the Cubans were still 
eating abnormally large quantities of food, there was a distinct 
charnel house smell in the vicinity of their aviary and I had horrible 
visions of one of the young ones dead in the nest and the survival of 
the others possibly hinging upon the removal of its decaying corpse ! 
Incidentally, the origin of this stench was never discovered, but 
I think it must have been something that had died in a rather dense 
thicket close to the aviary. Nevertheless, at the time I felt sure it 
must emanate from the Cubans’ nest-box, so I decided to shut the 
parents in the shelter and look in. A hurried glance in the rather 
dimly-lit depths of the grandfather clock box disclosed two very 
healthy-looking about half-grown young ones and I thought I caught 
a glimpse of a third, but this proved later to be incorrect. 

The two youngsters continued to flourish and when they were 
within a week of fledging could be heard climbing about on the wire 
ladder inside the box, and they periodically came up to the entrance 
hole and looked out. 

The first one to emerge came out on the last Sunday in August 
and proved to be a most perfect specimen with not a feather out of 
place and hardly distinguishable from its parents, except for the almost 
complete lack of vinous colouring on the lower breast and abdomen 
and the fact that, in the green areas of the plumage, the feathers 
were much less heavily bordered with black than in the adults. 

Then the most extraordinary and I should have said quite unheard- 
of thing occurred: I thought I knew most of the strange and 
unpredictable things that birds will do, but the parent Cubans 
proceeded to spring a completely new one on me. 

They seemed to be terribly excited at the emergence of their first- 
born and kept on flying about the aviary, then settling one each side 
of it and frantically preening its feathers, so I decided they needed 
complete quiet and left them. That was in the morning and I did 
not go near them until late afternoon of the same day, only to find 
that they had denuded the young one of every single head feather, 
giving it a vulturine appearance, but had mercifully left all the rest 
of its plumage intact and untouched. 

The second one came out the following day, just as perfect a 
specimen as the first, and although the parents treated its appearance 
rather more calmly they were unable to resist the temptation to pluck 
its head—though only slightly this time—and the degrees of plucking 
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are clearly shown in the photograph which was taken about a week 
after the young ones left the nest. 

It is, alas, all too common among parrot-like birds to pluck their 
young ones while still in the nest, and leave off once they are out 
of it, but the Cubans’ reversal of this process was totally unexpected 
and particularly infuriating—seeing how perfect the young ones were 
just a matter of a few hours before. 

However, as I have said, the plucking fortunately did not include 
any of the body feathers, and now that the young ones have been 
away from their parents for just on five weeks they have re-grown all 
their head feathers and are once more as perfect as they were when 
they first left the nest, with the pink areas remarkably vivid for such 
young birds. 

They are extremely healthy and lively, and are just starting to 
indulge in the usual cheerful morning and evening medley of 
Amazonian cries. 


As described above, Edward Boosey has bred the Cuban Amazon 
Parrot (Amazona leucocephala). It is believed that this may be a first 
success. 

Any member or reader knowing of a previous breeding of this 
species in Great Britain or Northern Ireland is requested to com- 
municate at once with the Hon. Secretary. 


BIRD NOTES FOR 1956 
By J. DELAcour (Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.) 


Bird keeping in California is made so easy by climatic conditions 
that the rearing in my Los Angeles aviaries of many rare doves 
is nothing much to boast about. If I have not been more successful, 
it is because I am not free from a terrible disease of most aviculturists: 
I keep too many birds and they interfere with one another during the 
mating season, which lasts the greater part of the year in a good 
climate. To be really successful with doves, each pair of large size 
should be kept alone in their own aviary, where also one pair of small 
ones can be placed, as well as finches and little quails. I follow this 
rule for the rarest species, but I have to associate many pairs in larger 
flights. ‘There are some good results, but also losses of eggs and young, 
and some pairs do not find enough privacy to breed. The following 
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species of ground pigeons were reared: Bartlett (4), Bleeding-heart 
(7), Mountain Witch (1), Chiriqui (4), Martinique (4), as well as 
some Brush Bronze-wing, Green-winged, Blue Ground, Cape, and 
silver Diamond Doves, and lots of Peruvians and Pigmies. 

Twenty Gouldians and five Parson Finches were also reared, but 
most other finches were little successful, due to overcrowding. Among 
my new birds in Los Angeles are Fairy Bluebirds, Hooded Pittas, and 
an Emerald Starling. 

The breeding season at Cléres was handicapped by Mr. Fooks’ 
illness during the spring. However, Pheasants of the following species 
were raised: Mikado, Elliot, Cheer, Horsfield, Swinhoe, Siamese 
Fireback, Red and Sonnerat’s Junglefowl, Green and Black-winged 
Peafowl. Blue, Crowned and Stanley Cranes hatched, but were not 
reared. Many waterfowl bred, the most interesting young being 5 
Andean Geese, 10 Philippine and 5 Hawaiian Mallards. The latter 
come from a pair which I had kept three years in Los Angeles without 
good results. ‘There were young of several species of doves, particularly 
Brush Bronze-wings, and various parrakeets. 

I spent the months of March, April, and June in South America, 
first with an expedition of my Los Angeles County Museum to Brazil, 
later on visiting Argentina, Chile, Peru, Ecuador and Colombia, in 
the company of Mr. and Mrs. Dillon Ripley, in the interests of the 
International Committee for Bird Preservation. In the course of 
this very interesting journey I had an opportunity to visit some 
collections of live birds. The new Zoo in Rio de Janeiro has very 
good aviaries of parrots and other large birds, both Brazilian and 
exotic, and a number of small birds kept very successfully, in ones or 
twos in separate cages. The large Buenos Aires Zoo, which had gone 
down during the Peron regime, is now being renovated. The small 
Zoo at Santiago contains many interesting Chilean species. 

I saw some good private collections in the vicinity of Rio de Janeiro, 
where Dr. E. Béraut keeps in a planted verandah a beautiful collection 
of Humming Birds, which he and his collectors obtain throughout 
Brazil. But the visit that I made with him to his friend Mr. F. Ruschi, 
at Santa Teresa, Espirito Santo (the state just north of Rio) will 
remain in my memory as one of the greatest thrills that I ever had. 
Mr. Ruschi is a dedicated Brazilian nature-lover. He has single- 
handed organized remarkable wild life preserves in his native state, 
which possesses one of the most magnificent fauna and flora on earth, 
unfortunately terribly ravaged by man during the last two hundred 
years. Mr. Ruschi knows birds as well as plants ; his property con- 
tains museums, gardens, and aviaries of the greatest interest. In 
particular he has built an enormous flight, 300 x 100 feet and 
30 feet high, where hundreds of Humming Birds live and breed freely, 
including the lovely little Coquette. I saw fifteen on a bush, all reared 
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by one original pair. There are about twenty local species in this 
aviary, and one can also see several hundreds of wild Hummers in the 
garden. Dozens of them are always buzzing as they drink sugar-water 
from bottles hung around the verandah of the house, a delightful 
sight. Furthermore, a beautiful large (100 ft. long) house has been 
built, with a passage for visitors along its front, to accommodate the 
equatorial species from Amazonia which will not stand the cool 
nights of Santa Teresa (altitude 3,000 feet). 

Both Mr. Ruschi and Dr. Béraut now entirely feed their Hummers 
on sugar- or honey-water and on quantities of fruit flies. Even the 
difficult, mostly insectivorous, species of Phaetorui and Pygmornis do 
perfectly well on such a diet. 


* * * 


BREEDING THE PAINTED QUAIL 
By Davin Setu-Smitu (Guildford, Surrey, England) 


Mr. Walther Langberg has given us an interesting account of the 
breeding of the Painted Quail in Copenhagen but, as he does not give 
the scientific name of the bird, he might be referring to Turnix varia, 
one of the Hemipodes, which in Australia is known as the “ Painted 
Quail”. However, from his description, Mr. Langberg’s bird is 
obviously Excalfactoria chinensis, a bird which I was one of the first to 
breed in England some fifty years ago. Since those early days this 
very attractive species seems to have been rarely imported until quite 
recently, and now that it is with us again no doubt aviculturists will 
be wanting to breed it, and my experience may be of some help. 

Mr. Langberg writes: ‘‘ Many hens are inclined to lay their eggs 
all over the place, or to scatter them around after laying, before they 
eventually decide to lay in the nest ; some hens, indeed, never seem 
to settle down to serious nesting operations and continue to lay their 
eggs broadcast.” This is, I believe, the experience of many who have 
kept these birds in the ordinary type of aviary with a sanded floor, 
and perhaps very little grass in the flight. 

My aviaries were constructed with fairly large outside flights, some 
12 or 15 feet each way, the height being immaterial so far as quails 
are concerned, and the grass was allowed to grow long. As soon as 
the quails were allowed into the paddock in the spring they commenced 
to form tunnels through the grass, and at the end of one such tunnel 
the hen would make her nest, perfectly hidden from all prying eyes. 
One could only guess where the nest was situated by watching the 
hen appear and disappear into a tunnel and notice the movement of 
the grass as she proceeded along it. It is advisable not to be too 
inquisitive and not on any account to disturb the grass to examine 
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the nest, but patiently to wait until, on about the seventeenth or 
eighteenth day after you first noticed her disappearance, she is seen 
to appear with her brood of the smallest and loveliest chicks you can 
imagine. You will have noticed her appearance from time to time 
at the feeding place during incubation to satisfy you that all is 
going well. 

I made a small portable run, about 5 feet by 3 feet, of g in. boards 
at the sides and wire netting top, into which I gently drove the hen 
and her brood so that they could have special care and attention for 
the first week or so of their lives. A piece of waterproof material was 
placed over part of this for shelter and part of the top made to open 
for feeding. When quite young there is no food so good as ants’ eggs, 
fresh and newly dug up. I used to take a large tin and a trowel and 
collect a supply that would last for days and I gave a good supply 
each day though, as Mr. Langberg says, the chicks very soon begin 
to take small seeds as well as insectivorous soft food. 

In any type of aviary, even in a cage, these little quails will lay 
plenty of eggs—in fact far too many—but, in my experience, without 
the chance of hiding her nest in the grass the hen is unlikely to sit ; 
but given the conditions I have described, success is pretty certain, 
barring such accidents as floods! And my experience of these birds 
was not confined to just one pair ; I have had several and all behaved 
in the same way, including examples of the Australian race, E. lineata, 
a slightly smaller and darker race than the type. In Australia this is 
known as the “‘ King Quail’. Although newly imported, these bred 
just as freely as the others when given the right conditions, and the 
chicks were at first almost black. Two broods of four or five were 
reared each season. 

One difficulty with the non-perching quails when kept in outdoor 
aviaries is that, although they are generally perfectly tame, they are 
liable at times suddenly to panic, especially at night, and to fly up 
like rockets from the ground, hitting the top of the aviary and being 
either scalped or killed outright. Owls or cats are probably to blame, 
but whatever the cause efforts must be made to prevent it either by 
cutting the flight-feathers of one wing or, perhaps better still, pinioning. 
In the wild state these birds rarely fly, only doing so to escape from 
predators or to travel from one district to another, so it is no hardship 
whatever if they are prevented from flying altogether, and it in no 
way detracts from their appearance. 
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ON BREEDING WHISTLING DUCKS 
By S. T. Jounstone (Slimbridge, Glos., England) 


We are fortunate at the New Grounds in having representatives of 
all species of this most interesting group of the Anatidae which link 
the characteristics of swans, geese, and ducks. As in the former two, 
they have reticulated epithelium on the tarsi, are long-necked, and 
the plumage of both sexes is similar. Arborea in particular has been 
noted to graze but they mostly feed as do ducks, and bicolor and 
arcuata dive a great deal. There are at the time of writing examples 
of the following eight forms :— 


Fulvous Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) 

Wandering Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna arcuata) 

Javan Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna javanica) 

Eyton’s Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna eytont) 

White-faced Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna viduata) 

Southern Red-billed Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis 
autumnalis) 

Black-billed Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna arborea) 

Spotted Whistling Duck (Dendrocygna guttata) 


Of these, five species have bred at Slimbridge. Five species are kept 
full-winged and seem to enjoy liberty a great deal; they fly often 
and quite high. Unfortunately, although the main flock have stayed 
with us, odd pairs have strayed away. They have a predilection for 
perching on chimneys, roofs, and gateposts and we have erected 
perching posts especially for them. 

From their behaviour in captivity one would have thought that, in 
their natural habitat, arborea and arcuata were inveterate tree nesters. 
Our birds invariably use the barrels and boxes provided for Carolinas. 
But apparently this is not the case (Delacour, The Waterfowl of the 
World, Vol. 1). We have found that autumnalis likes to nest in much 
denser cover than other members of the group, preferably under thick 
bramble and brushwood. Nevertheless, although so difficult for us to 
locate, the eggs suffer greatly from the attention of vermin, aided no 
doubt by the fact that the female leaves the eggs uncovered during 
the whole period of laying. The clutches are relatively large (from 
nine to sixteen) and fecundity is a strong point : a pair of autumnalis 
laid seventy-two eggs in one season. The eggs are invariably white 
and the shells are of roughish texture—so that we have found it 
difficult to distinguish those of the bantams used as substitutes. Both 
sexes incubate and the nest is never left unattended once incubation 
has begun. Perhaps for this reason there is no lining of the nest with 
down. 
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Our records of the various incubation periods are as follows :— TI 
D. bicolor ‘ . 26 days (30-32 days) left 

D. arcuata i . 28 days (about 30 days) oun 

D. autumnalis . . 26 days (27 days) the 

D. viduata : . 26 days (28-30 days) cha 

D. arborea : . 30 days (30 days) “7 

It is noteworthy that four of the five species seem to have slightly fasc 
shorter incubation periods than those given by Delacour (shown here act 
in parenthesis). arr 
Fertility and hatchability of the specimens at the New Grounds tro 
are high compared with other groups. An interesting point has been ou 


observed at hatching time ; a relatively high percentage of eggs have 
the shell pipped near the “‘ equator ’’, an observation that has not 
been noted in other genera. 

The day-old young of any species of whistling duck are particularly N 
attractive. The characteristic feature of their downy pattern is the 
light band circumventing the occiput and dividing off the lower edge 
of the dark cap to form the cross stroke of a “‘T” of which the 
down stroke carries down the back of the neck. 

By far the most striking is that of autumnalis which is clad in a 
wasp-like contrast of vivid yellow and black. Viduata and arborea 
have similar patterns, but of considerably less brilliance. Bicolor and 
arcuata are purplish-grey shading to an almost black cap, the latter 
being distinguishable by a light supraorbital stripe. 

It has been our experience that all birds of the genus are extremely 
apprehensive if touched and from day-old duckling to adult when 
handled they give vent to a high-pitched scream. Nevertheless, they 
are, when fully grown, very tame and have an insatiable curiosity in 
all things human. 

The ducklings are particularly unhappy in cold, wet weather and 
appear to thrive only if the temperature is moderate. They have an 
idiosyncrasy that causes them a deal of discomfort in that (even when 
they are supplied with a minimum of drinking water) they will carry 
their mash to the water, immerse their bills, and, sucking water up 
at the nail, eject it through the sides together with some of the mash. 

Thus they contrive to cover themselves with a sticky mess and we 
have lost a number of ducklings as a result of this condition. If given 
enough water in which to bath and swim they do attempt to wash 
off the paste, but we have found that it is necessary to supply artificial 
heat in the form of infra-red lamps. The aforementioned state has 
occurred in three of the five species reared at the New Grounds, 
although it is not the inevitable sequence of events and many broods 
have been reared without any duckling achieving this appearance of 
emaciated dejection. 
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The fragility of the young does not make for successful rearing if 
left at large with the parent birds. Similarly, if caught up and separated 
from them the babies do not thrive. But if one can manage to catch 
the adults up as well and put them in an aviary there is an excellent 
chance of their survival, a fact we have demonstrated on several 
occasions. 

The Southern Red-billed Whistling Ducks are by far the most 
fascinating of the group; they have an abiding interest in all our 
activities—if able they will always attend the uncrating of newly 
arrived birds. Another form of entertainment indulged in, a rather 
troublesome one, is the enjoyment they derive from trundling the eggs 
out of other ducks’ nests. 


* * * 


NOTES ON THE CITRON-CRESTED COCKATOO 
S. B. KenpALL (Chertsey, Surrey, England) 


Readers may remember my account of the breeding of the 
Citron-crested Cockatoos, whose picture appears in this number. 
In the September—October issue of 1955 I described the events up 
to the time when the young fledged. Although I disposed of the young 
I still have the adult pair and they had at least partial breeding success 
again in 1956. Since September, 1955, there were, however, a series 
of mishaps from which some avicultural morals can be drawn and an 
account of which may be of interest to those of our members who are 
trying to breed the larger parrot-like species. 

The first mishap concerned the adult male of the breeding pair. 
On the 23rd of September, 1955, I began to think (perhaps wrongly) 
that the young male was getting into trouble with his parents, which 
I accordingly removed to the adjacent (smaller) flight. As, however, it 
appeared that the young were eating very little during that day, I 
reunited the family by putting all together in the smaller flight. Here 
they remained until 5th October. On that evening I came home at 
dusk to find the whole party sitting outside in the unprotected flight in 
torrential rain. I entered the flight to try to move them into the shelter ; 
a lot of very large birds panicked in a rather small and over-perched 
flight and next morning the old male had a hipped wing. He seemed 
to have damaged the terminal joint when flying hard between the 
perches and has never fully recovered, although he can fly short distances 
and is able to mate without any difficulty. The moral here (which, of 
course, I knew as well as anyone) is not to enter aviaries at dusk unless 
the birds are very accustomed to the position of the perches. 

The second mishap occurred after I had finally separated adults and 
young. Owing to the fact that the young hen seemed extremely slow 
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in becoming self-supporting, I left the parents in the adjoining aviary, 
separated in one place by a single layer of 2 in. chain-link netting, 
Feeding through the wires gradually ceased and the young were due 
to be sent to their new owner on 24th November. I left them, on that 
morning, in perfect condition and appearance and arranged to come 
home at lunch-time to put them in the travelling-boxes. I arrived to 
find the aviary (so it appeared to my appalled eye) a welter of biood 
with the baby hen savagely bitten on the foot. Fortunately a good and 
rapid recovery took place and, by the report of the killing of a young 
Citron-crest by the parents at Whipsnade, it seems that I was lucky to 
have such limited damage. ‘The moral is, of course, that if an 
apparently happy family group is broken up, great care must be taken 
to ensure that the breeding pair and the young are properly separated. 
The old birds will treat the young as they would any other potential 
enemy of the same species. E. N. T. Vane, who saw the arrangements 
shortly before the accident occurred, will remember warning the owner 
as to what might happen. 

The third mishap is sufficiently near still to influence the course 
of events this season. During the early spring of 1956 the 
cockies were making desperate attempts to start nesting and their 
hole-digging in the aviary floor assumed major proportions. On 
7th April they were switched into the breeding aviary. On 7th May 
both were in the barrel at night and I imagine that an egg was laid 
at that time. On the morning of roth May, the female was in distress 
in the shelter, unable to fly and showing all the signs of egg-binding. 
(How providential it is that egg-bound hens come out of the nesting- 
boxes.) She was at once brought into the house and a heroic tem- 
perature raised in the smallest bedroom with the aid of all available 
domestic heating appliances. Shortly before six at night she laid an 
egg on the floor of the parrot cage where she was confined. The egg 
appeared thin-shelled, although otherwise perfect, and was put aside 
for measuring while the owner celebrated in the usual way. 
Unfortunately, by the next morning it had dehydrated and collapsed, 
so that accurate measurement was impossible. The hen Citron-crest 
made a very rapid recovery and was returned to her aviary on the 
evening of the following day. I had qualms about doing this, but was 
influenced by the fact that the cock had remained guarding the first- 
laid egg for the thirty-six hours during which the hen had been absent 
from the flight and by the belief that there were no more eggs to be laid. 

The pair has incubated steadily ever since and at the time of writing 
(10th June, 1956) should have hatched. I am hopeful of the outcome 
but not optimistic. I am not sure that there is any moral in this story. 
As far as I am aware nobody knows why birds become egg-bound ; 
the condition certainly seems to involve the temporary paralysis of 
more than the oviduct itself and there is some sort of connection with 
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cold weather, at least as far as aviary birds are concerned. I do not 
think it would be practicable to hold back the Citron-crests from 
nesting longer than I did. 

Anyway, I still have my hen. 


BREEDING OF BEWICK’S SWANS 
By S. T. Jounstone (Slimbridge, Glos., England) 


We are glad to report that our Bewick’s Swans have nested, hatched, 
and reared young at the New Grounds. It is understood that the species 
bred at Woburn before 1914, but we know of no other record and 
unfortunately we have no details of the first record. 

The male of the pair at the Wildfowl Trust appeared on our marsh 
in November, 1948. It was a bird of the year, and, having lived with 
the wild geese for some days, ventured into our rushy pen. Eventually 
he was induced to come and feed with our tame birds and by degrees 
enticed into a trap. For eighteen months he lived with our Whistling 
Swans and then we managed to obtain a wild-caught female from 
Holland. Owing to shortage of space and the belief that these birds 
were unlikely breeders, they were placed in a rather unattractive pen 
measuring some 15 yards by 20 yards in size with a very small area 
of water by accepted standards. 

The pair showed no signs of breeding or even mating before 1956 
but on 2nd June it was noticed that there were the rudiments of 
a nest constructed of the rush growing in the pen. The following 
day both birds were observed building, though they still remained as 
shy and retiring as ever. The female was seen sitting and shaping the 
nest on successive days and then to our delight on 6th June we found 
the first egg. Three eggs formed the clutch and the average weight 
was 265 gm. and dimensions were 118 mm. by 82 mm. The male 
was never observed to take part in incubation and indeed, compared 
with other swans, did not offer very great defence of his consort when 

the nest was approached. 

The first cygnet hatched on the twenty-ninth day and the second 
in thirty days. The third egg was infertile. 

The cygnets are enchanting little things of white down with a steel- 
blue overall appearance, their bills and feet a delicate pink. Much 
to their parents’ apprehension they became quite tame and would 
approach quite close when their food was brought. Their diet consists 
of Spratts’ Maxco reinforced with an extra 8 per cent protein and 
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every kind of pond and water weed obtainable—duckweed, water- 
cress, water celery, horned, curly and Canadian pondweeds, horn- 
wort, and grass. In spite of all efforts one soon fell behind and 
eventually died when six weeks old. The remaining cygnet continued 
to thrive and showed signs of feathering when eight weeks old. By 
sixteen weeks the bird was fully feathered, the plumage being a dirty 
white, considerably lighter than that reported for Whistling and 
Trumpeters. The bill remained pink with the exception of the tip. 
The legs have lost their flesh colour and are now blotched with grey. 


SOUTH-EAST ASIA NOTES 
By S. Ditton Riptey (Litchfield, Conn., U.S.A.) 


My wife and I spent five months primarily in Indonesia in the 
summer and autumn of 1954. It was a trip made more vivid for me 
by the fact that I had spent fourteen months collecting birds in New 
Guinea and Sumatra in 1938 and 1939. An account of some of my 
experiences ,looking for live birds during those trips appeared in 
the AvicuLTuRAL MacazinE in 1938 and 1940. Naturally to a 
returning visitor the main mental preoccupation is with the changes 
which exist on every hand, these and the aura of speed which hangs 
over the world to-day, rendering every impression more fleeting, 
making it so much harder to savour things, to drink in the 
surroundings. 

When I reached New Guinea in the autumn of 1937, we had been 
ten months out from New York on a small schooner. We were more 
or less attuned to the pace of our surroundings. Now one can fly 
KLM to Djakarta or Biak in under three days from New York. 
It takes days in Java, weeks in New Guinea to get over a transition 
like that. 

Our first stop in South-East Asia was Bangkok, where we spent 
three days, primarily to rest up after the long flight from Europe. 
I was very much pleased, however, to meet a distinguished Thai 
doctor and naturalist, Dr. Boonsong Lekagul, who among his manifold 
other interests, is developing the first contemporary Siamese Zoo. 
We unfortunately did not get to the Zoo while we were in Bangkok, 
but I understand it has made a good start with Gaur, deer of several 
species, tiger, and other mammals. Apparently birds are not much 
in evidence as yet. But there is promise for the future in Dr. Boonsong’s 
energy. The bird market in Bangkok is most disappointing, a few 
miserable huts along a canal near Wireless Road. Mostly the dealers 
sell poultry and domestic pigeons, but there were a few doves, some 
jungle fowl, and munias and weaver birds. Fortunately for them 
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wild birds are often bought in Buddhist countries to be released for 
merit, a welcome deliverance to such poorly kept creatures. A tame 
Adjutant Stork kept at liberty by one of the shopkeepers provided the 
single exotic note in the assemblage. 

Our next stop was Djakarta, now a vast city suffering the intense 
pangs of post-war overcrowding. Large suburban cities, such as the 
new Kemajoram, are being hastily put up in the outskirts in an effort 
to keep pace with the growing pains. The pre-war Zoo still exists in 
a small park in a residential part of the city. The park is brightly 
illuminated and has cinema, games of chance, tea shops, etc., so that 
the atmosphere is rather carnival-like. We avoided it on a friend’s 
advice, but did visit the bird market, which is in the general produce 
market area. Perhaps because it was raining, our general impression 
was a poor one. Sloshing about over heaps of manure and rotting 
vegetation, staring up into the dank recesses of tiny huts at nests of 
dirty cages packed to bursting with huddled, frightened, soiled little 
birds, was an unhappy experience. 

The variety was considerable, as bulbuls of several species, babblers, 
barbets, starlings, mynahs, munias, and weaverbirds were there. 
We saw several Green Javan Jungle Fowl also, but they were all 
cocks, evidently trapped by the use of a caged captive female. One 
of our friends who lived in Djakarta had been buying a number of 
bulbuls, dyal thrushes, and other common cage birds, but the mortality 
rate was high, I am afraid due to the conditions of trapping and 
keeping the birds in the market. 

We spent one or two days driving about in Java, and managed to 
see a few local birds. It always seems strange to see Java Sparrows 
flying about at liberty, as they do in the palace enclosure in Djogja- 
karta. They look as if they must have just that moment escaped from 
a cage. We saw hawks of several species. Brahminy Kites, Haliastur, 
and the Serpent Eagle, Spilornis, were very common all along the 
coasts, and in the hills I saw a small falcon. Minivets were common 
in the lower hills, as were bulbuls, coucals, or crow pheasants, the 
Golden Oriole, shrikes, tits, the White-bellied Swiftlet, and the 
Pink-headed Flowerpecker. Nearer the towns mynahs and crows 
and an occasional drongo were almost the only bird life visible. 
The human population is so great on Java and so constantly increasing 
that it seems hard to imagine that birds of any sort can withstand 
the hordes of children armed with catapults much longer ! 

The Zoo in Surabaja was a delight, still as good as ever. It must 
be by far the best Zoo in South-East Asia, if not in all Asia. It 
certainly is better than the Calcutta Zoo, and certainly better than 
anything in Japan, although I am not up to date on what the last 
few years have produced in that country. 

The Surabaja Zoo has the best kept small birds that I have seen 








30 S. DILLON RIPLEY—SOUTH-EAST ASIA NOTES 


anywhere in the tropics in a public garden. Such difficult species as 
woodpeckers, the Golden-backed, pittas, barbets (three species), 
forktails, laughing thrushes, babblers, among these Turdinus and 
Kenopia, rainforest species, and hanging lorikeets, all were apparently 
thriving in roomy, beautifully planted aviaries, with adequate 
sheltered quarters in the rear, and fresh, clean pans of food and 
water, always a problem in a hot climate. The present success of this 
Zoo is a heritage from two clever Europeans, brothers, who had 
worked for the Gardens for years, and now I understand have 
emigrated to New Zealand. They had trained the keepers well, and 
there was no visible slackening up of effort. Six magnificent Komodo 
Giant Monitor Lizards or “‘ Dragons”’ (two are now at the Bronx 
Zoo in New York), two fine Sumatra tigers, orang-utans, and a 
Sumatran elephant were notable parts of the menagerie. 

Going east we voyaged into the Moluccas or Spice Islands, via 
the port of Makassar, Celebes. This grotesque swastika-shaped 
island has now been officially re-named Sulawesi. In Makassar I was 
disturbed to hear that in 1953 some 200 or more skins of the Greater 
Bird of Paradise, Paradisea apoda, from the Aru Islands, which are 
also a part of the Republic of Indonesia, had been shipped out of 
Makassar by a local Chinese trader. These skins are said to be bought 
locally from crewmen from the coastal steamers coming from the 
Aru Islands for about 40 Rupiahs each. This sum is equivalent to 
anything from $1.50 to $3.30, depending on official or open market 
rates of exchange. It was also reported that the skins could be sold 
for approximately $10.40 each in Paris or West Germany. 

The only pet birds here and farther east seem to be Cockatoos, 
mostly Umbrella-fronted (C. alba), and an occasional Moluccan 
(C. moluccensis), which latter species if obtainable are very expensive, 
and Eclectus Parrots, with occasional lories, crimson, or green- 
winged. All these parrot-like birds are caught as young at the nest 
and reared on gummy, boiled rice, coconut, and coconut milk, and 
maize. They obviously survive, but there must be a considerable 
mortality among the young. As these species are Moluccan in origin, 
they are brought to Makassar and Java on the coastal steamers by 
sailors. 

In the Moluccas themselves we spent three months on Ternate, 
Halmahera, Tidore, Batjan, and farther east on Misool. All these 
islands are as beautiful and unspoiled as ever, their forests largely 
uncut, except around towns like Ternate, life being much as it has 
been for centuries. It is still possible to walk out of the town of 
Labuha on Batjan, for example, where Alfred Russell Wallace stopped 
to see the Sultan in the 1850’s, and to reach jungle, real jungle on 
foot, after a couple of hours. And it is still possible in this jungle 
to see Wallace’s Standard-wing Bird of Paradise, that curious and 
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ill-proportioned looking bird, which Wallace had first seen on the 
day when he stood outside the Sultan’s palace, and Ali his faithful 
assistant ran up with one attached to his belt. 

But alas, there is not a living soul on Batjan to-day who seems to 
know or care about birds of any sort. During our five weeks on that 
island we asked diligently after local hunters or woodsmen, only to 
be told that all the principal ones were too old or had died off. No 
one has ever heard of trapping birds except parrots or cockatoos 
in their nest holes. No one could do a thing to help us. Perhaps it is 
just as well that the inhabitants are as indifferent as they are. Certainly 
nothing is likely to change in a hurry in the Moluccas. The basic 
driving forces of man, hunger, love, fear, seem somehow in abeyance 
here, at least the first and the last. Love, of course, triumphs, but for 
some mysterious reason the population rate is not as staggering as 
farther west on Java. 

At least, though, there are the islands. When typical Western 
impatience is about to get the best of one, when some delay or exhibi- 
tion of human frailty or inertia is nearly overwhelming, it is usually 
only necessary to lift one’s eyes up towards the sky, to look out over 
the majestic sweep of sea and sky and pointed volcanic-cone islands, 
to be glad to be there. The vivid greens of the islands, the multi- 
farious blues of the sky and the sea, and the incredible panoplied 
clouds are all there, unchanging, always beautiful. ‘Those sights 
and the birds we saw, shy, glimpsed often with difficulty, made our 
trip worthwhile. Much of the rest of travel in these exotic lands has 
become so burdensome and wearying that I doubt that many would 
wish to share such a voyage to-day. In many ways it seems better by 
far to settle down in an armchair with Wallace or Forbes or Guillemard 
or the others, and read of it all “‘ far away and long ago”’. 
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LONDON ZOO NOTES 
By J. J. YEALLAND 


Arrivals during November and December, 1956, include two 
species and two sub-species new to the Collection. 

These are a Finsch’s Conure (Aratinga finschi) presented by Mr. A. A. 
Prestwich ; two Kansu Babblers (Trochalopterum sukatschewi), and 
three Fohkien Grey-headed Crow-Tits (Psittiparus gularis fokiensis) 
presented by Dr. K. C. Searle, who also sent a Ruby-throated Warbler, 
and four Persian Chukors given by Professor E. Boswell. 

Finsch’s Conure, first described by Salvin in the Jbis of 1871, is one 
of the Central American Conures inhabiting southern Nicaragua and 
western Panama. The Kansu Babbler was first described in 1891 by 
Berezowski and Bianchi, being found by them in the Kansu Province 
of north-western China. There is only one skin of this bird in the 
British Museum. It appears to have had no English name, and the 
Kansu Babbler seems preferable to Sukatschew’s Babbler. 

The Chukors are the race Alectoris graeca werae of western and south- 
western Persia and the adjoining parts of Iraq. 

The Crow-Tits or Parrot-bills (Paradoxornithide) are comparatively 
little known to aviculturists here, and only three species have 
previously been kept in the Society’s Collection. They range from 
the Himalayas to Indo-China and China, living in reed beds, 
bamboo and grass jungle. The food consists of insects and their larvae, 
some seeds, and buds. The birds tear off the sheaths of reed or 
bamboo stems to expose the insect life sheltering beneath ; they also 
open the stems themselves, and it is here that we see the purpose of 
the Crow-Tits’ powerful bills. Lynes, writing of Heude’s Crow-Tit, 
says, “‘ The rustling, crunching and tearing noises made by a party 
of birds so engaged may frequently be heard before catching sight of 
them.” 

Writing in the AvicuLTURAL MAGAZINE (1928, p. 30), Mr. H. C. 
Eustace says of Webb’s Crow-Tit that it is “‘ kept by the Chinese only 
on account of its ability to be trained for fighting . . . Although when 
trained they become very desperate fighters, the wild birds are very 
peaceable and gentle, and are quite safe inmates for any mixed 
aviary ’’. The Bearded Tit was once considered to belong to this Family. 

Other arrivals are a Silver-eared Mesia, an Orange-cheeked 
Waxbill and a Chestnut-breasted Finch, presented by Mrs. Y. 
Channing ; a Green-cheeked Parrot by Mr. L. W. R. Jones; a 
Malachite-shouldered Fruitsucker (Chloropsis sonnerati zosterops) and 
a Black-winged Grackle by Mr. G. Newmark. 

Another Swainson’s x Red-collared Lorikeet has been bred at the 
Parrot House. The Black-footed Penguins and Cereopsis Geese are 
nesting. 
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COUNCIL MEETING 


A Council Meeting was held on 27th November, 1956, in the 
Council Room, Zoological Society of London. 
* * * 


OFFICERS FOR 1957 
There were the following retirements and appointments. 
Council : Captain A. A. Clarence, Mr. F. T. Jones, and Mr. K. A. 
Norris retired by seniority. 
Mr. G. S. Mottershead, Mr. C. M. Payue, and Mr. J. J. Yealland 
were elected to fill the vacancies. 
* * * 


SocieTy’s MEDAL 
The Society’s Medal was awarded to Mr. C. M. Payne, for 
breeding the Evening Grosbeak (Hesperiphona vespertina). 
ArTHUR A. PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


* * * 


AVICULTURAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
We are delighted to report that our sister Society continues to 
flourish, with an ever-increasing membership. 
The Principal Officers are now :— 


Jean Delacour ‘ . Honorary President 
Don Rowland . . President 
Otis Wade. P . Vice-President and Secretary 
C. H. Melvin : . Assistant Secretary 
Alexander Wiederseder . ‘Treasurer 
A a. 
* * * 


BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


The fifty-fourth meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, S.W. 7, on Tuesday, 27th 
November, 1956, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairman: Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

Members of the Club: P. C. Bath, Hylton Blythe, A. W. Bolton, 
Miss K. Bonner, J. O. D’eath, A. W. E. Fletcher, Miss S. A. Fothergill, 
Miss E. G. Ganner, Dr. E. F. Gleadow, F. Grant, A. V. Griffiths, 
H. J. Harman, M. S. Henderson, Dr. E. Hindle, Miss S. I. Hobday, 
G. T. Iles, F. T. Jones, Miss E. M. Knobel, F. Mosford, G. S. Motters- 
head, K. A. Norris, A. A. Prestwich, D. H. S. Risdon, S. Sanderson, 

3 








34 BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


R. C. J. Sawyer, D. Seth-Smith, H. A. Snazle, A. C. Soanes, 
E. O. Squire, P. Sutton, Mrs. P. V. Upton, E. N. T. Vane, 
N. S. Walker. 

Guest of the Club: C. S. Webb. 

Guests: J. Bailey, J. M. Bowing, S. A. Croucher, Mrs. S. A. 
Croucher, M. D. Gill, Mrs. E. F. Gleadow, Mrs. F. Grant, Dr. W. C. 
Osman Hill, Mrs. W. C. Osman Hill, Captain R. S. de Q. Quincey, 
Mrs. D. Seth-Smith, Mrs. P. Sutton, Mrs. E. N. T. Vane, Mrs. C. S. 
Webb, M. Weber, Miss F. R. Wood. 

Members of the Club, 35 ; guests, 16; total, 51. 

After the Loyal Toast the Chairman proposed the health, happiness, 
and future good fortune of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Webb who were on 
the point of leaving for Kenya. 

** Webbie ” in response said that while he and his wife were going 
to live in Kenya they had every intention of returning to England as 
opportunity allowed and that on those occasions they hoped to attend 
Club dinners and so meet many old friends. 

The dinner was followed by a Conversazione. 


* * * 


The fifty-fifth meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, S.W. 7, on Wednesday, 
gth January, 1957, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairman: Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

Members of the Club: Miss J. Barnes, A. W. Bolton, J. H. Briant, 
W. D. Cummings, Mrs. H. Denny, A. V. Griffiths, H. J. Harman, 
Dr. E. Hindle, Major V. Dilwyn Jones, Miss E. M. Knobel, Miss M. 
H. Knobel-Harman, P. H. Maxwell, A. F. Moody, F. Mosford, 
H. Murray, A. A. Prestwich, D. H. S. Risdon, H. A. Snazle, E. N. T. 
Vane. 

Guests : J. Bailey, R. Bufton, S. A. Croucher, Mrs. 8. A. Croucher, 
Captain R. S. de Q. Quincey, Miss H. Frampton, Mrs. A. V. Griffiths, 
Mrs. V. Dilwyn Jones, Mrs. A. F. Moody, W. R. Partridge, Mrs. W. R. 
Partridge, C. M. Payne, Mrs. C. M. Payne, D. C. Rogers, Mrs. E. N. T. 
Vane, A. N. Other. 

Members of the Club, 20 ; guests, 16 ; total, 36. 

After the Loyal Toast the Chairman presented the Society’s Medal 
to Mr. Claude Payne for breeding the Evening Grosbeak. 

Mrs. H. Denny showed her unique pair of Perfect Lorikeets. 

The dinner was followed by a Conversazione. 

The next meeting of the Club is on Wednesday, 13th March. 

ARTHUR A. PRESTWICH, 


Hon. Secretary. 
* * * 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Sir Edward Hallstrom has consented to be Patron of the Avicultural 
Society of Australia. 

* * * 

Breeding reports. F. E. B. Johnson, Temminck’s Tragopan, two 
reared ; B. M. Killick, a nest of four Abyssinian Lovebirds reared. 

* * * 

George S. Mottershead, Director-Secretary, Chester Zoo (North of 
England Zoological Society), has been elected Vice-President, Inter- 
national Union of Directors of Zoological Gardens. 

* * x 


Vogelpark Avifauna, Alphen a.d. Rijn, Holland, report the success- 
ful breeding of their Greater Patagonian Conures ; three young reared. 
This is possibly a world first success. 

** * * 

Cecil S. Webb has relinquished his position as Superintendent, 
Dublin Zoo (Royal Zoological Society of Ireland), and, with his wife, 
will shortly take up residence in Kenya. 

** ** * 

Dr. Sten Bergman, Stockholm, reports the successful breeding of 
his King Birds of Paradise ; two young ones now five months old. 
A full account of this remarkable achievement will appear in an early 
number of the Magazine. 

** * * 

In the previous number of the Magazine (p. 231) reference was made 
to the successful breeding of the Cuban Amazon at Brambletye. ‘To avoid 
the possibility of confusion, more particularly among overseas readers, 
it should perhaps be mentioned that Brambletye is the residence part 
of the Keston Foreign Bird Farm. 

* * * 

The Silver Medal awarded annually by the Avicultural Society of 
South Australia, for the most outstanding breeding achievement of 
the year, will in future be known as the “‘ Simon Harvey Memorial 
Medal”. The medal for 1956 has been awarded to Mr. Bev. Thomas 
for breeding the Tawny Frogmouth. 

* * * 

Dr. Alan Lendon sends news of Sir Edward Hallstrom’s birds. He 
reports : “Golden-shouldereds have five half-grown young in the nest. 
The hybrid Yellow-cheeked x Cactus Conures are now about nine 
months old and are very like their mother. Sir Edward also has 
some two dozen Blue-cheeked Rosellas (P. amathusia), the far northern 
variety of the Mealy Rosella.” 

* * ** 
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The Royal Zoological Society of South Australia reports forty-one 
species of birds bred during 1955-56. These include Common Rhea 
(four), Black Swan (five), Eastern Swamp Hen (three), Tasmanian 
Native Hen (two), Golden-crowned Conure (one), Crimson-winged 
Parrakeet (four), Barraband’s Parrakeet (four), Queen Alexandra’s 
Parrakeet (five), Brown’s Parrakeet (eight), Elegant (six), Splendid 
(two), and Gouldian Finch (nine). 

* * * 


Roland A. Muller and his son are rapidly forming a good collection 
of Australian parrakeets at Santee, California. Last season they 
successfully reared Golden-mantled Rosella, Many-coloured, Red- 
rump, Princess of Wales’, Bourke’s, Barnard’s, and Elegant. Young 
were hatched but not reared by Stanley, Hooded, and Yellow-rumped 
Parrakeets. About two months ago the Hooded deserted their three 
half-grown young ; they have further young in the nest at the present 
time (24th December). 

* ** * 


L. J. Bettison, Oliver, British Columbia, records a successful breeding 
season. Many-coloured Parrakeet, two hatched, one reared ; Love- 
birds, Peach-faced, two young; Masked, eight; Fischer’s, six ; 
British Greenfinch, three nests of young from one pair; Golden- 
breasted Waxbill, two young ; Black-headed Gouldian, nests of six, 
two, and five young, from one pair; Golden Sparrow, three nests 
from one pair; Cut-throat Finch, three nests with an average of 
three, and many Bengalese and Zebra Finches. Nested unsuccessfully : 
Purple Finch, Evening Grosbeak, Cordon-bleu, Cirl Bunting, and 
Bronze-winged Pigeon. 

x * * 


Sir Edward Hallstrom writes: ‘‘ I am having continued success 
with the lutino Indian Ring-necks. At present fourteen pairs have 
gone to nest. There are two more Blue and Yellow Macaws and 
another Glossy Black Cockatoo—on this occasion completely reared 
by both parents. With the previous one, the female completed the 
rearing alone. One very interesting item of news is that a pair of 
Ribbon-tailed Birds of Paradise appear to have mated and are using 
a nest that was built by the female prior to the male being introduced. 
For a long time she would not accept the male but now they are very 
busy. In New Guinea another three Salvadori’s Ducks came along. 
One was missing after several weeks but the other two are now nearly 
adult—making, in all, five bred in my sanctuary there.” 

* * * 

Dr. Brian Kendall kindly sends further news of his birds. He 
writes : ‘‘ Just before I went away for my holidays there were 
(probably) two young Orange-crests in the nest. When I came back 
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there was one well-feathered baby with a delightful little crest. 
Unfortunately, it died about a week later. Further bad luck has been 
with the Plum-heads. Since I last wrote, in mildly optimistic mood, 
I have lost the last year’s young bird (hatched May, 1955). It was 
as fat as could be and a very careful P.M. in my lab. showed absolutely 
nothing. I need hardly say that it was a female: the ovaries were 
becoming active. It had developed a grey-green head in the first 
autumn (1955) moult and a dark-grey head in the autumn (1956) 
moult. I had always believed it to be a hen by the look of its head. 
As if this wasn’t enough—this year’s young bird (a lovely one when 
it emerged) has gone wrong and is now in the house on a diet of 
vitamins. I am going to bring a pair into a warm room this spring, 
and to h—— with all the experts. Plum-heads are like Kendall : 
they like it warm.” 
* * * 


REVIEWS 
THE WATERFOWL OF THE WORLD. Volume II. By Jean 
DeLacour, with illustrations by PeTer Scotrr. Published by 
Country Life, London, 1956. Price £6 6s. net. 

This is the second volume of the three projected, which will cover 
the waterfowl, swans, geese, and ducks of the world. This compre- 
hensive work on a group of birds which have a very wide interest both 
to general ornithologists and to the more specialized aviculturist, is 
the result of a happy combination of two experts of world renown on 
their subject—Jean Delacour and Peter Scott. 

As stated in the introduction to the volume under review, the 
first volume (reviewed in the Jan-Feb. number 1955 of the AvicuL- 
TURAL MAGaziNE) dealt with the more terrestrial members of the 
family Anatidae. ‘The second volume is confined to one tribe, the 
Dabbling, Surface-feeding, or River Ducks, which include thirty-eight 
species of the genus Anas, together with five abberant genera each 
consisting of one species, which are tentatively placed with Anas as 
their position in the general system of genera and species of Anatinae 
are still not clearly understood. ‘These are the Pink-headed Duck 
of India (Rhodonessa), Australian Pink-eared Duck (Malacorhynchus), 
the Blue Duck of New Zealand (Hymenolaimus), the South American 
Torrent Ducks (Merganetta), and the Freckled Duck (Stictonetta) of 
parts of Australia and Tasmania. 

The number of colour plates has been increased from sixteen to 
twenty-four in order that every member of the tribe and its duckling 
may be shown in colour. There are twenty-nine distribution maps 
and a full systematic list, and indices of scientific and English names. 
This is a worthy successor of the first volume and everyone interested 
in waterfowl will wish to possess it. P. B-S. 
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ZOOLOGICAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN PRACTICE. A contribution 
to the technique and Art of Wild Animal Portraiture. By Hucu B. 
Corr. Illustrated. Published by the Fountain Press, London, 
1956. Price £2 12s. 6d. 


This is the first book to be devoted to a subject which has become 
of great importance as an aid to scientific research, and also now 
attracts an increasing number of animal photographers. Birds have 
always remained favourite subjects and aviculturists who wish to make 
photographic records of the inmates of their aviaries will find the 
information crowded into these pages invaluable. The first chapter 
is devoted to the choice and characteristics of cameras and for serious 
bird photography the decided preference is for the larger, heavier, and 
more old-fashioned type. The author then deals with various technical 
aspects—apparatus and accessories, focussing, exposure, negatives, 
development, and other details; and the reader is given detailed 
information, often in tabular form, of the advantages and disadvantages 
of various equipments and methods. The artistic approach to zoological 
photography raises a topic on which the author is an authority as he is 
a rare combination of zoologist, naturalist, artist, and_ skilled 
photographer. An elementary knowledge of the principles of picture 
design and especially the importance of tone will help the photographer 
to obtain a pleasing and effective picture which impresses the subject 
on the mind much more effectively than a poor one. But for the full 
use of a good photograph, a negative of good quality, critical sharpness, 
and sufficient size is absolutely essentiai. 

The chapter devoted to the scientific approach to zoological photo- 
graphy stresses the value of the camera in recording zoological 
information, though this by no means excludes the artistic approach. 
The innate responses and social behaviour of birds, for example, can 
be recorded much better by the camera than by lengthy descriptions. 
The use of infra-red photographs opens an entirely new and little 
explored world to the naturalist, especially in the field of camouflage, 
and has made possible the photography of animals in complete 
darkness. 

The author has travelled extensively and draws from personal 
experience in giving advice on the photography of animals under 
widely different conditions such as tropical rain forests, desert, and 
savannah. The latter part of the book consists of a series of plates 
reproducing 68 of the author’s photographs of zoological subjects, 
illustrating various topics discussed in the text ; but although very 
good examples of the photographer’s skill they hardly do justice to the 
originals. ‘The book can be thoroughly recommended to all those 
interested in a fascinating hobby of great scientific value. 


E. H. 
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FUNCTIONAL ANATOMY OF BIRDS. By Avastarr N. WorDEN. 
Illustrated. Published by Cage Birds, London, 1956. Price gs. 6d. 


This book is based on a series of articles that appeared in Cage Birds. 
The author, a well-known veterinarian and biochemist who was 
formerly Milford Research Professor in the University of Wales, 
describes in simple language, accompanied by a series of clear diagrams, 
the essential features of the anatomy and development of birds. This 
information is essential for a clear understanding of the real workings 
of the bird’s body in health and disease. The first chapter deals with 
the general framework of the body—the skeleton and joints—and is 
followed by an account of the surface anatomy. Successive chapters are 
concerned with the leg, wing, digestive system, excretory system, 
reproductive system, respiratory system, blood system, ductless glands, 
nervous system including ear and eye, and the organs of voice pro- 
duction. Finally there is a chapter on the development of the chick 
before hatching. 

Aviculturists will find the general principles described in this book 
of great help in a further understanding of the many problems 
associated with the health, behaviour, general activities, and feeding 
of birds in captivity. It is a useful addition to avicultural literature. 

E. H. 


PARROTS, COCKATOOS and MACAWS. By Epwarp J. Boosey. 
Published by the Rockcliff Press Publishing Corporation. 
London, 1956. Price 21s. net. 


The appearance of a book dealing with parrots, cockatoos, and 
macaws by such a well-known aviculturist will be welcomed by all 
those interested in these most popular birds. While still a schoolboy 
Mr. Boosey bred budgerigars and Red-Rump Parrakeets and he has 
five times been awarded the Avicultural Society’s medal for a first 
breeding in captivity of various species including the African Grey, 
the Blue-fronted Amazon, and the Varied Lorikeet. He speaks with 
authority, therefore, in the chapters dealing with the feeding, care 
and breeding, and common parrot illnesses and how to deal with them. 
There is also an interesting chapter on parrot-keeping in the past, 
including mention of a Grey Parrot belonging to Henry VIII, and 
another which was the favourite of the Duchess of Lennox and 
Richmond, a mistress of King Charles II. The stuffed body of this 
parrot is supposed to be the oldest stuffed bird in the worid and is 
preserved in Westminster Abbey. 

There are brief descriptions of each species and useful notes on the 
characteristics of the more common ones, many of which have been 
kept by the author. It is rather unfortunate, however, that more care 
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has not been given to the nomenclature of the group, for numerous 
errors have crept into the text—Aakatée for Kakatoé ; Pwocephalus for 
Poicephalus ; Loppochroa for Lophochroa ; Caliptorhynctus for Caliptorhynchus, 
to mention only a few of the more obvious mistakes. Also the term 
Chrysotis is retained although this has long been merged in the genus 
Amazona. 

The excellent bird photographs illustrating the text were specially 
taken by the author’s partner, Alec Brooksbank, and add considerably 
to the interest of the book. 


E. H. 


NOTES 


Rare Birp Recorps AND “ EscAPEs ” 

The number of birds which have been added to the British List has greatly increased 
during recent years, no doubt in no small part due to the widespread interest in bird 
watching and the large number of bird-watchers there are all over the country. 
In the case of some species, however, there is always a doubt as to whether these are 
genuine wild birds or escapes from zoos or private owners. With waterfowl this is 
particularly the case and for this reason the Avicultural Society instituted its ringing 
scheme for waterfowl, the rings issued being a light blue in order that they should be 
as visible as possible in the field ; an additional advantage in the use of these rings 
is the possibility of restoring the “‘ lost ”’ birds to their owners. 

The Editors of British Birds in which records of rare birds are published are always 
anxious to establish without doubt that the records are of truly wild specimens and 
to this end the aid of aviculturists is earnestly sought. If anyone has lost a bird which 
might be taken for a visitor to this country it would be of great assistance if he would 
report this to the Hon. Secretary of the Society or to the Editor of the AvicuLTURAL 
MAGAZINE. 

The most recent “ record ” confronting the Editors of British Birds at present, is a 
Flamingo seen at Bartley Reservoir, near Birmingham, on 2nd December, 1956. 
Inquiries from likely zoos have elicited that no bird has been lost from these collections. 
It seems more than likely that this bird is an escape. Can readers of the AVICULTURAL 
Macazivez help to solve this problem ? 

Ep. 


The Editor takes no responsibility for opinions expressed in articles or correspondence. 
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Rules of the Avicultural Society 


Last amended, oth November, 1955. 


1.—The name of the Society shall be THe Avicutturat Society, and its 
object shall be the study of British and foreign birds in freedom and in captivity. 
Poultry, Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope of the Society. The 
year of the Society, with that of each volume of the Society’s Magazine, which 
shall be known as the AvicuLTURAL Macazing, shall commence with the month 
of January and end on the 31st December following. 


2.—The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary, Life, Honorary Life 
Members, and Honorary Fellows, and the last shall be restricted in number to 
ten, and be elected by the Council. 


3.—The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if necessary, by 
Members of the Council in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall consist of 
a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant 
Secretary, an Editor, and a Council of fifteen Members. The President, Vice- 
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shall be ex officio 
Members of the Council. 


4.—New Members shall be proposed in writing, and the name and address 
of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member proposing him 
shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. Unless the candidate shall 
within two weeks after the publication of his name in the Magazine, be objected 
to by at least two Members, he shall be deemed to be duly elected. If five 
Members shall lodge with the Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not 
be elected, but the signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the 
Scrutineer. If two or more Members shall object to any candidate the name 
of such candidate shall be brought before the Council at their next meeting, 
and the Council shall have power to elect or to disqualify him from election. 


5.—Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of £1, to be due and 
payable in advance on the 1st of January in each year; and, on payment of 
the subscription shall be entitled to receive all the numbers of the Society’s 
Magazine for the current year. Life Member’s fee, £15. 


6.—Members intending to resign their membership at the end of the 
current year of the Society are expected to give notice to the Secretary before 
the 1st of December, so that their names may not be included in the “ List of 
Members”, which shall be published annually in the January number of the 
Magazine. 
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7.—The Magazine of the Society shall be issued on or about the first day of 
every month, and forwarded, post free, to all the Members who shall have paid their 
subscriptions for the year ; but no Magazine shall be sent or delivered to any Member 
until the annual subscription shall have reached the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer. 
Members whose subscriptions shall not have been paid as above by the 
first day in November in any year shall cease to be Members of the Society, 
but may be readmitted, at the discretion of the Council, on payment of the 
annual subscription. 


8.—The President, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor 
shall be elected for a term of five years, and, should a vacancy occur, it may be 
temporarily filled by the Executive Committee (see Rule 10). At the expiration 
of the term of five years in every case it shall be competent for the Council to 
nominate the same officer, or another Member, for a further term of five years, 
unless a second candidate be proposed by not less than twenty-five Members of 


‘ane at least two years’ standing, as set forth below. 

The In the November number of the Magazine preceding the retirement from 
which office of the President, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, the 
month Council shall publish the names of those members whom they have nominated to 

fill the vacancies thus created ; and these Members shall be deemed duly elected 

unless another candidate or candidates be proposed by not less than fifteen Members 
y Life of at least two years’ standing. Such proposal, duly seconded and containing the 
ber to written consent of the nominee to serve, if elected, in the capacity for which he is 

proposed, must reach the Secretary on or before the 15th of November. 
ry, by g.-—The Members of the Council shall retire by rotation, three at the end of 
sist of each year of the Society (unless a vacancy or vacancies shall occur otherwise) and 
sistant three other Members of the Society shall be recommended by the Council to take 
Vice. the place of those retiring. The names of the three Members recommended shall 


- officio be printed in the November number of the AvicuLtuRAL Macazine. Should the 
Council’s selection be objected to by fifteen or more Members, these shall have 
power to put forward three other candidates, whose names, together with the 


idress signatures of not less than fifteen Members proposing them, must reach the 
; him Secretary by the 15th of November. The names of the six candidates will 
. shall then be printed on a voting paper and sent to each Member with the December 
ected number of the Magazine, and the result of the voting published in the January 
f five issue. Should no alternative candidates be put forward, in the manner and by the 
I] not date above specified, the three candidates recommended by the Council shall be 
y the deemed to have been duly elected. In the event of an equality of votes the 
name President shall have a casting vote. 

eting, If any Member of the Council does not attend a meeting for two years in 
on. succession the Council shall have power to elect another Member in his place. 
— 10.—lmmediately after the election of the Council that body shall proceed 
mg to elect three from its Members. These three, together with the Secretary- 
iety’s Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, shall form a Committee known as the 

Executive Committee. 
The duties of the Executive Committee shall be as follows :— 

f the (i) In the event of the resignation of any of the Officers during the Society’s 
efore year, to fill temporarily the vacancy until the end of the year. In the case of the 
st of office being one which is held for more than one year (e.g. Secretary-Treasurer, 
f the Assistant Secretary, or Editor) the appointment shall be confirmed by the Council 


at its next meeting. 
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(ii) To act for the Council in the decision of any other matter that may 
arise in connection with the business of the Society. 


The decision of any matter by the Executive to be settled by a simple 
majority (three to form a quorum). In the event of a tie on any question, such 
question shall be forthwith submitted by letter to the Council for their decision. 


The Executive shall not have power 
(i) To add to or alter the Rules ; 
(ii) To expel any Member ; 


(iii) To re-elect the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, or Editor 
for a second term of office. 


It shall not be lawful for the Treasurer to pay any account exceeding 
£10 unless such account be duly sanctioned by another Member of the Executive. 


It shall be lawful for the Secretary-Treasurer or Editor to pledge the 
Society’s credit for a sum not exceeding £100. 

Should a Member wish any matter to be brought before the Council direct 
such matter should be sent to the Secretary with a letter stating that it is to be 
brought before the Council at their next meeting, otherwise communications will 
in the first place be brought before the Executive. 


A decision of a majority of the Council, or a majority of the Executive 
endorsed by the Council, shall be final and conclusive in all matters. 


11.—The Editor shall have an absolute discretion as to what matter shall 
be published in the Magazine (subject to the control of the Executive Committee). 
The Secretary and Editor shall respectively refer all matters of doubt and difficulty 
to the Executive Committee. 


12.—The Council (but not a committee of the Council) shall have power to 
alter and add to the Rules, from time to time, in any manner they may think 
fit. Five to form a quorum at any meeting of the Council. 


13.—The Council shall have power to expel any Member from the Society 
at any time without assigning any reason. 
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The Society’s Medal 


(Instituted 1st November, 1896) 


RULES 


The Medal may be awarded at the discretion of the Council to any 
Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any species of 
bird which shall not, in the opinion of the Council, be known to have been 
previously bred in captivity in Great Britain or Northern Ireland. Any Member 
wishing to obtain the Medal must send a detailed account for publication in the 
Magazine within about eight weeks from the date of hatching of the young, and 
furnish such evidence of the facts as the Council may require. The Medal will 
be awarded only in cases where the young shall live to be old enough to feed 
themselves, and to be wholly independent of their parents. The question of 
awarding a Medal for the breeding of local races or sub-species of species that 
have already been bred shall be at the discretion of the Council. No Medal can 
be given for the breeding of hybrids. 


The account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to afford 
instruction to our Members, and must appear in the AvICULTURAL MAGAZINE 
before it is published or notified elsewhere. It should describe the plumage of 
the young, and be of value as a permanent record of the nesting and general habits of the 
species. These points will have great weight when the question of awarding the 
Medal is under consideration. 


In every case the decision of the Council shall be final. 


The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall have 
been awarded as possible. 


The Medal is struck in bronze (but the Council reserve the right to issue 
it in silver in very special cases) and measures 2$ inches in diameter. It bears on 
the obverse a representation of two birds with a nest containing eggs, and the 
words “ The Avicultural Society—founded 1894’. On the reverse is the following 
inscription : ‘‘ Awarded to [name of recipient] for rearing the young of [name of 
species], a species not previously bred in captivity in the United Kingdom.” 





CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 


J. A. AmnswortTH, 19 Eign Road, Hereford. Proposed by P. A. Birch. 

F. BaynTuNn, 52 Woodbourne Avenue, Streatham, S.W. 16. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 

D. W. Beecrort, 257 Grandstand Road, Hereford. Proposed by P. A. Birch. 

J. Boor, 15 Brookside Crescent, Middleton Junction, Nr. Manchester. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 

W. R. Bowman, 266 Yardley Wood Road, Birmingham 13. Proposed by P. A. Birch. 

W. E. Bryce, 1309 Eighth Avenue, Safford, Arizona, U.S.A. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich 


R. E. W. Cuatt, “ Glendene,” Surig Road, Canvey Island, Essex. Proposed by 
P. A. Lindsay. 

Dr. Doucias A. CHurisTENSEN, Kendrick, Idaho, U.S.A. Proposed by George W. 
Noreen. 

K. F. Crarxe, Glebe House, Weston-under-Wetherley, nr. Leamington Spa, 
Warwicks. Proposed by Terry Jones. 

Lt.-Col. H. W. CLraypen, Woodlands, Wyre Forest, nr. Kidderminster. Proposed 
by Major C. N. Clayden. 

G. Coss, 59 Windmill Street, Whittlesey, nr. Peterborough, Northants. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 

L. R. Davison, 71 College Bounds, Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 

Gzeorce A. Dovuctas, 84 Stamford Street, North Rockhampton, Queensland, 
Australia. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

J. M. Dun, Craigellachie, Galashiels. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

A. J. Fraser, Chief Warden of Fauna, Fisheries Dept., 108 Adelaide Terrace, Perth, 
Western Australia. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

W. G. Gammace, 5 Glenavon Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

Ernest W. GREEN, 39 Bowen Street, Levin, New Zealand. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 

Mrs, B. M. Gwynne-Evans, 6 Eldon Road, London, W.8. Proposed by A. A. 


Prestwich. 
Dr. James M. Harrison, D.S.C., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U., Bower- 
on House, St. Botolph’s Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. Proposed by Miss P. Barclay- 
mith. 
R. P. Heaysman, Heathfield, South Australia Proposed by Miss K Bonner. 
Roprey HENDERSON, Barmera, South Australia. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 
C. Hentey, Riverhead Farm, Market Weighton, York. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
a Hytanp, P.O. Box 5, Ficksburg, OFS, South Africa. Proposed by W. B. 
rostick. 
Mrs, M. T. Kurratt, 2 The Drive, Mardley Hill, Welwyn, Herts. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 
V. P. Lasrum, “ Labrani,” 28 Borrowcop Lane, Lichfield, Staffs. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 
Dr. H. Levon, Box 497, Welkom, O.F.S., South Africa. Proposed by W. B. Frostick. 
— M. agargetel Ridge Road, Mt. Lofty, South Australia. Proposed by A. A. 
twich. 
Ivan G. Mitiar, 141 Seventh Avenue, Royston Park, South Australia. Proposed 
by A. A. Prestwich. 
K. Pod > eiggapiaes 164 Hillcrest Road, Hornchurch, Essex. Proposed by A. A. 
twich. 
H. E. Pearson, Pearson’s Bird and Animal Farm, Southbury, Conn., U.S.A. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
8. W. Pearson, 25 Plant Lane, Sawley, Long Eaton, Derbyshire. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 


Lj. ean, “ The Knoll,” Church Road, Tupsley, Hereford. Proposed by A. A. 


E.B, Tanner, 53 Dollis Road, London, N. 3. Proposed by J. J. Yealland. 
Cees, 188 Walsall Road, Bridgtown, nr. Cannock, Staffs. Proposed by 
. Bonner. 
A. H. Vos, Oostsingel 51, Delft, Holland. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
R. A. Vowzes, Paston Lodge, Sway Road, Brockenhurst, Hants. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 
J. A. Watxer, Inchcross Farm, Bathgate, West Lothian, Scotland. Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 
GC. Warre, 60a Liff Road, Lochee, Dundee, Scotland. Proposed by Miss K. 
er. 





se WILLEM, gy “sere 33, Sint-Pieters-Leeuw (Post Ruisbroek), Belgi 


Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
B. M. Wixt1ams, Tyn-y-Bryn Estate, P.O. Box 72, Ruiru, Kenya Colony. Propo 
by A. A. Prestwich. ; 
GRAHAM Woon, “ Windrush,” Hall Lane, Mobberley, Cheshire. Proposed 
W. B. Frostick. 
W. Worton, 26 Wood Street, Woodside, Dudley, Worcs. Proposed by Miss 
mner. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The twenty-six Candidates for Election in the November—December, 1956, numb 
of the AvicULTURAL MaGazineE were duly elected members of the Society. f 


READMITTED 
Curve BENNETT, 19 Fairfield Avenue, Bollington, nr. Macclesfield, Cheshire. 
J. G. Eastman, Reedlings (Bird Reserve), Newdigate, Dorking, Surrey. 
E. A. Soutn, P.O. Box 487, Colusa, Calif., U.S.A. 


DONATIONS 


J. Spepan Lewis . 
A. LaMB 

“ ALPHA ” 

S. Murray . 

J. P. Rooney 
Lady PoLTmoreE . 
J. SHyNAL é oO 
A. J. Bium . ‘ 15 
James K. GuTHriz 15 
E. A. SEccuLL. 15 


PND WN WOR 
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MEMBERS’ ADVERTISEMENTS 


The charge for Members’ advertisements is ONE PENNY PER WORD. Payment acco 
the advertisement, which must be sent on or before the 15th of the month to A. A. 

61 Case Roap, Oaxwoop, N. 14. All members of the Society are eid to use 
column, but the Council reserves the right to refuse any advertisements they consider 


FOR SALE 

AvICULTURAL Macazine, 1948-1955; Foreign Birds, 1938-1940, 1952-1956, 
new.—Offers to H. J. Rassin, 33 Kingsway, Wembley. 3 

Grand pair Cockatiels £9. AvicuLTURAL MAGAZINE, 1954, 1955, 1956, comple 
as new, 0 offers , or exchange for earlier numbers than 1951.—R. T. Kyme, 3o Ki 
Street, Kirton, Boston, Lincolnshire. 

Jean Delacour: The Waterfowl of the World, volumes I and II.—Apply to W.: i 
Frostick, 26 Minster Precincts, Peterborough, England. 

Pair young Swinhoe’s Pheasants (American stock) £9 10s. Systema Avium Rossi 
(Birds of the U.S.S.R.), vol. I, in French, coloured plates ; foreword by Jean Delac 
£1.—Sypney Porter, 149 Stenson Road, Derby. 


WANTED 7 
Urgently, female Demoiselle Crane.—Miss B. Locker Lampson, Keepers Cott 
Copthorne, Sussex. Tel : Copthorne 208. 


Iden-mantled Rosella hen.—R. T. Kyue, 3o King Street, Kirton, Bostol 
Lincolnshire. 


Black-chinned Yuhina.—A. C. Furner, Oakdene, II Whitaker Road, Derbys 
Can any overseas member supply me with true pairs of Caiques and other parrot 
birds ?—B. M. Kixuick, “ Sandholme,” Raunds, Northampton. 4 


STEPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD., PRINTERS, HERTFORD. 








